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states are completely free within the sphere
of their exclusive jurisdiction, they will cease
to be sovereignties and will become adminis-
trative units.
The position in India is in some ways
peculiar. The economic dependence of the
states and the fact that most of them are en-
claves within the British Indian territory,
tangibly subject them to the pressure of British
Indian opinion. No barriers can be erected
against ideas, and the currents of opinion which
flow with such force in British India cannot
be diverted so as to leave the states untouched.
At the present time the weight of the Govern-
ment of British India is thrown in the scale
against the full realisation of democratic ideals,
but when this resistance disappears the over-
whelming pressure of British Indian public
opinion would make systematic misgovernment
and even untrammelled personal rule wellnigh
impossible.
The essential thing is not that the monarchi-
cal form of government should vanish from
the states, but that the absolute personal dis-
cretion of the rulers should be tempered with
safe and modifying counsel. So long as the
subjects of the states enjoy the recognised